USDA
=l U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

November 2022 Newsletter

Farm Service Agency | Natural Resources Conservation Service | Risk Management Agency

In This Issue:

« USDA Designates Yavapai County, Arizona, as Primary Natural
Disaster Area

¢ USDA Designates Maricopa County, Arizona, as Primary Natural
Disaster Area

¢ Virtual Workshops Highlight Improvements to Whole-Farm Revenue
Protection and Micro Farm

e USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records

o FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock Producers Through
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish
Program (ELAP)

e Coronado National Forest Releases Draft Santa Catalina Trail Plan

e USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance Equity and
Customer Service

o« USDA Provides Payments of nearly $800 Million in Assistance to Help
Keep Farmers Farming

USDA Designates Yavapai County, Arizona, as
Primary Natural Disaster Area

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit
to producers recovering from natural disasters through emergency loans. Emergency
loans can be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential
items such as equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation or the
refinance of certain debts. FSA will review the loans based on the extent of losses,
security available and repayment ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought intensity
value during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more consecutive
weeks or 2) D3 Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: Arizona
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Triggering Disaster: Drought
Application Deadline: Jan. 13, 2023
Primary Counties Eligible: Yavapai

Contiguous Counties Also Eligible: Arizona: Coconino, Gila, La Paz, Maricopa and
Mohave

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance
fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan
options. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact
your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Designates Maricopa County, Arizona, as
Primary Natural Disaster Area

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed emergency credit
to producers recovering from natural disasters through emergency loans. Emergency
loans can be used to meet various recovery needs including the replacement of essential
items such as equipment or livestock, reorganization of a farming operation or the
refinance of certain debts. FSA will review the loans based on the extent of losses,
security available and repayment ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought intensity
value during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more consecutive
weeks or 2) D3 Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: Arizona

Triggering Disaster: Drought

Application Deadline: Jan. 31, 2023

Primary Counties Eligible: Maricopa

Contiquous Counties Also Eligible:

Gila Pima Yavapai
La Paz Pinal Yuma
More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance
fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help you determine program or loan
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options. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact
your local _USDA Service Center.

Virtual Workshops Highlight Improvements to
Whole-Farm Revenue Protection and Micro Farm

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering virtual workshops — on Nov. 15,
and Dec. 13 — for agricultural producers and stakeholders to learn about the latest
updates and improvements to the Whole-Farm Revenue Protection (WFRP) and the Micro
Farm insurance options, two of the most comprehensive risk management options
available. These insurance options are especially important to specialty crop, organic,
urban, and direct market producers, and this is part of the USDA’s Risk Management
Agency (RMA) efforts to increase participation in these options and crop insurance overall.

RMA will host these workshops for agricultural producers via Microsoft Teams events:

e Tuesday, Nov. 15 at 8 p.m. PT (click to join)
e Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 11 a.m. ET (click to join)

RSVP is not required. Attendees will have a chance to submit written questions during the
event.

Learn more.

USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm
Records

Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website.

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer,
tablet or phone. Capabilities include:

e View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields,
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more;

e View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical
or fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents;
and

e Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles.

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves
you time and money.

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA
portal for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user
experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers
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and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney
form (FSA-211) on file with FSA.

Managing USDA Business Online

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also:
¢ View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents.

¢ Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application.
¢ View and submit conservation requests.
e View technical references and submit questions.

e Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and
contracts.

e Report practice completion and request practice certification.

e View farm loan and interest information (producers only).

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as
precision agriculture planting boundaries.

To access your information, you'll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to
farmers.gov. After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and
sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the
website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended
browsers to access the feature.

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website
also has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA
updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new
webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more
about these changes.

FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock
Producers Through Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish
Program (ELAP)

If you've suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed or water to livestock or hauling
livestock to forage/grazing acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for
financial assistance through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).

For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for:

e the transportation of water to livestock.
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e the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock,
e the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres. *

*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for
“empty miles.”

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are
maintained for commercial use and located in a county where the qualifying drought
conditions occur. A county must have had D2 severe drought intensity on the U.S.
Drought Monitor for eight consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or
D4 drought intensity at any time during the normal grazing period. Producers must have
risk in both eligible livestock and eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for
ELAP assistance.

WATER TRANSPORTATION

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to
eligible livestock on eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock
watering systems or facilities in place before the drought occurred and where they do not
normally require the transportation of water. Payments are for costs associated with
personal labor, equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water transportation
fees. Cost of the water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national
average price per gallon.

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal
expenses for transporting feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes
the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the
costs above what would normally have been incurred during the same time period in a
normal (non-drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING
LIVESTOCK TO FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a
new location for feed resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted
areas. Assistance for Livestock transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022
and subsequent years. Please contact your county FSA office for additional details.

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact
their county FSA office as soon as the loss of water resources or feed resources are
known. For ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should
maintain records and receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible
livestock, the costs of transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting
eligible livestock to forage/grazing acres.

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA
office for more information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers
also can benefit from ELAP provisions and should contact their county FSA office within
15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. For more



information regarding ELAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/disaster.

Coronado National Forest Releases Draft Santa
Catalina Trail Plan

The Santa Catalina Ranger District of the Coronado National Forest has developed the
preliminary Draft Santa Catalina Trail Plan identifying and prioritizing projects over the
next 15 years. The overall goal of the plan is to create a trail system that is ecologically,
economically, and socially sustainable. The District is approximately 265,000 acres and
has over 250 miles of trails including the Arizona National Scenic Trail. These trails are
predominantly open to non-motorized uses including hiking, mountain biking, running,
horseback riding, hunting, and rock climbing with a smaller share of the system available
for motorized use. The plan proposes to grow the trail system by approximately 10%,
including adopting, improving, and managing popular areas. Recommendations in the
draft include:

e 22 trail development projects
e 18 access or trailhead projects

e 8 supporting projects such as visitor information upgrades

All projects are conceptual. Before they are initiated, the projects would be studied for
their environmental impacts or benefits. A virtual Public Briefing will be available on
November 9, 2022, from 4:30-5:30 PM on Microsoft Teams at, https://bit.ly/3frO9gy8. A
duplicate in-person Public Meeting will take place on November 17, 2022, from 5:15-7:00
PM at the Tucson Jewish Community Center Ballroom, 3800 E River Road, Tucson, AZ
85718. Childcare will be provided for children up to 12 years old. The draft plan is
available at https://bit.ly/3sPYKmR. All comments and feedback must be provided in
writing no later than Friday, December 2, 2022. Comments can be submitted via email to:
sm.fs.scrd@usda.gov. For any additional questions feel free to contact the Coronado
National Forest at Mailroom R3_Coronado@usda.gov. For the most current updates
about the Coronado National Forest, please follow us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/CoronadoNF and Twitter at https://twitter.com/CoronadoNF.

USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to
Enhance Equity and Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help farmers
and ranchers better navigate the farm loan application process. This uniform application
process will help to ensure all farm loan applicants receive equal support and have a
consistent customer experience with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of
their individual circumstances.

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among
underserved customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application
process. The Loan Assistance Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-
by-step guide that supplements the support they receive when working in person with a
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USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant prepare their loan
application in one tool.

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-
assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the
prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-Assessment and start the farm loan journey. The
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari
browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will
be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and
tools that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:

e A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13
pages.

e Aninteractive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents
such as tax returns.

¢ An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity
of calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA Provides Payments of nearly $800 Million
in Assistance to Help Keep Farmers Farming

USDA announced that distressed borrowers with qualifying USDA farm loans have
already received nearly $800 million in assistance, as part of the $3.1 billion in assistance
for distressed farm loan borrowers provided through Section 22006 of the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA). The IRA directed USDA to expedite assistance to distressed
borrowers of direct or guaranteed loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) whose operations face financial risk.

Today’s announcement kicks off a process to provide assistance to distressed farm loan
borrowers using several complementary approaches, with the goal of keeping them
farming, removing obstacles that currently prevent many of these borrowers from returning
to farming, and improving the way that USDA approaches borrowing and servicing.
Through this assistance, USDA is focused on generating long-term stability and success
for distressed borrowers.

Work has already started to bring some relief to distressed farmers. As of today, over
13,000 borrowers have already benefited from the resources provided under the Inflation
Reduction Act as follows:

e Approximately 11,000 delinquent direct and guaranteed borrowers had their
accounts brought current. USDA also paid the next scheduled annual installment
for these direct loan borrowers giving them peace of mind in the near term.

e Approximately 2,100 borrowers who had their farms foreclosed on and still had
remaining debt have had this debt resolved in order to cease debt collections and
garnishment relieving that burden that has made getting a fresh start more difficult.
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In addition to the automatic assistance already provided, USDA has also outlined steps to
administer up to an additional $500 million in payments to benefit the following distressed
borrowers:

e USDA will administer $66 million in separate automatic payments, using COVID-
19 pandemic relief funds, to support up to 7,000 direct loan borrowers who used
FSA'’s disaster-set-aside option during the pandemic to move their scheduled
payments to the end of their loans.

e USDA is also initiating two case-by-case processes to provide additional
assistance to farm loan borrowers. Under the first new process, FSA will review
and assist with delinquencies from 1,600 complex cases, including cases in which
borrowers are facing bankruptcy or foreclosure. The second new process will add
a new option using existing direct loan servicing criteria to intervene more quickly
and help an estimated 14,000 financially distressed borrowers who request
assistance to avoid even becoming delinquent.

More details on each of the categories of assistance, including a downloadable fact sheet,
are available on the Inflation Reduction Act webpage on farmers.gov.

Similar to other USDA assistance, all of these payments will be reported as income and
borrowers are encouraged to consult their tax advisors. USDA also has resources and
partnerships with cooperators who can provide additional assistance and help borrowers
navigate the process.

The announcement today is only the first step in USDA’s efforts to provide assistance to
distressed farm loan borrowers and respond to farmers and to improve the loan servicing
efforts at USDA by adding more tools and relaxing unnecessary restrictions. Additional
announcements and investments in assistance will be made as USDA institutes these
additional changes and improvements.

This effort will ultimately also include adding more tools and relaxing unnecessary

restrictions through assistance made possible by Congress through the IRA. Further
assistance and changes to the approach will be made in subsequent phases.
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